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GSA Lists Plan 
To Release Most 
Of Nixon Tap es 

By Dougls Watson 

Washington Post Staff Writer 


The General Services Ad- 
ministration proposed yester- 
day to make public “virtually 
all” of former President Nix- 
on’s Watergate tape record- 
ings and papers within three 
years from the start of proc- 
essing.. 

The GSA estimated in a re- 
port to Congress that the first 
group of Nixon tapes and pa- 
pers can be made available for 
researchers by the spring of 
1977. 

It proposed a staff of 100 
people to catalogue Nixon’s 
presidential tapes and papers, 
which occupy 35,000 cubic feet 
of space and include 42 mil- 
lion pages of documents and 
880 reels of tape. 

The agency estimated that 
the cost for just the three-year 
initial period of processing 
Nixon’s White House tapes 
and papers will be $7 million. 

Its report to Congress came, 
as required, within 90 days of 
congressional enactment in 
Itecember of the Presidential 
Recordings and Materials 
Preservation Act that gave the 
federal government perma- 
nent custody and control of 
Nixon’s presidential tapes and 
papers. 

Nixon has sued seeking en- 
forcement, instead, of a prior 
agreement that the GSA made 
with him allowing him to re- 
tain title to his tapes and pa- 
pers. Under this agreement ac- 
cess to them could be blocked 
by either the GSA or Nixon. 

The agency noted yesterday 
that pending final decisions 
regarding the Nixon suit and 
others that have been filed, it 
has been restrained by court 
order from taking full custody 
of the Nixon materials and 
sorting them. 


GSA Administrator Arthur 
F. Sampson, whose agency in- 
cludes the National Archives 
and Records Service, said: “To 
process the Nixon materials at 
the same pace as those of for- 
mer Presidents with a small 
staff, say 25 people, would re- 
quire perhaps 12 years. 
Clearly, that is unacceptable. 

“On the other hand, to get 
the materials processed within 
a year would require more 
than 300 people and might 
compromise archival stand- 
ards and individual rights.” 

Sampson said the GSA 
plans to process the most sen- 
sitive Nixon materials first. 

‘In that way, we estimate 
that soon after the start of 
processing, some of the most 
sensitive and well-known 
Watergate materials can be 
made available to the public 
and that virtually all of the 
Watergate materials can be 
made available to the public 
within three years from the 
start of processing,” Sampson 
said. 

Under the presidential pa- 
pers law enacted by Congress 
and signed by President Ford, 
the GSA’s proposed plan for 
preserving and making public 
Nixon’s White House materi- 
als can be rejected wholly or 
in part by either the Senate or 
House if they act within 90 
days. Otherwise, the plan goes 
into effect. 

Under it, the agency would 
make available all Nixon 
White House tapes and papers 
relating to “abuses of power” 
except where the release 
would: 

• “Jeopardize the nation’s 
security.” 

• “Embarrass, damage or 
harass living persons, but the 
deletion of those portions will 


not distort the' substantive 
right to fair trial.” 

• “ Jeopardize a person’s 
rightt o fair trial.” 

• Be contrary to “a legal or 
constitutional right or privi- 
lege.” 

The GSA report did not say 
exactly what the guidelines 
would be in deciding whether 
material should be kept secret 
because it would jeopardize 
national security or embarrass 
living persons, presumably in- 
cluding Nixon and his former 
White House associates. 

It said: “Minimal restric- 
tions will be applied to abuses 
of powers and broader restric- 
tions applied to historical ma- 
terials not related to abuses of 
powers.” 

In regard to the second cate- 
gory , the GSA proposed as 
well to restrict access when 
disclosure would compromise 
trade secrets, confidential fi- 
nancial information or notice 
investigations, or when disclo- 
sure would constitute “a 
clearly unwarranted invasion 
of privacy.” 

The agency proposed to ap- 
point a “special archivist for 
Nixon materials” and a panel 
of senior archivists to help de- 
cide what materials will be re- 
leased, with decisions appeala- 
ble to a three-member “presi- 

1 board” materials review 

| The GSA said that accord- 
ing to the recently enacted 
1 J< aw ’ .** I P US 1 separate the 
“presidential historical materi- 
als” that the federal govern- 
• ment will retain from “private 
or personal” materials of 
! Nixon not considered histori. 
cally important and other non- 
historical items — both categor- 
ies of which will not be re- 
tained but returned to Nixon 
and others. 


